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Do not assume content reflects current 
scientific knowledge, policies, or practices. 
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SNOWMOBILE TRAILS 
Colville Ranger District 
Colville National Forest 

NORTH GROUP. The network of North Group roads totals 96 miles, offering 
many trip variations, 

Old Dominion Mountain provides an outstanding vista of snow-covered peaks and 
valleys. The shortest route, via the Old Dominion Mine Road, is about 17 miles ro. od trip. 
Wind, drifting snow, and steep wind-packed side slopes are not unusual in the last 2 miles. 
Prepare for severe temperatures and chilling winds at this elevation (5,774 feet). The fire 
lookout tower is locked and shuttered and does not contain any food, emergency provi- 
sions, Or communications. From this high point, peaks in British Columbia and northern 
Idaho are visible with a sweeping view of Colville and the Colville Valley to the west. 

Snow travelers in the Mill Creek, Rocky Creek drainages may be puzzled by an 
unusual, straight-lined pattern on the timbered slopes. This strip appearance was created 
by bulldozer thinning of 12- to 14-foot wide swaths through 30- to 40-year-old larch 
and lodgepole pine. Trees in the remaining rows have a greatly increased growth potential, 
Opening these crowded timber stands to increased sunlight and reducing the competi- 
tion for moisture resulted in improved browse production for deer and is expected to 
increase total stream flow in the large creeks. 

Most of ‘the travel routes follow stream-bottom locations. Snow conditions in 
these sheltered valleys, less influenced by wind and sunlight, are generally good after 
January 1. Main roads on the Middle and South Forks of Mill Creek and Rocky Creek 
Provide easy grades and longer straightaways for those who desire more speed. Open 
meadows, where machines can leave the roadway, include the upper South Fork of Mill 
Creek (sections 19 and 21), a large pasture adjacent to the Mill Creek Guard Station 
(section 20), Bestrom Meadows. and the Rabbit Trail Creek bottom. These areas are im- 
portant summer pasture for cattle and barbed wire fences are essential for proper con- 
trol and range management. Avoid going over or through these fences — use gates and 
cattleguards. 

Another high-ridge route, where travelers can enjoy sweeping views of the sur- 
rounding forests, winds over the Bon Ayre Ridge and Blacktail Butte. Glimpses of Col- 
; ville, the Bon Ayre Valley, upper Deep Creek, and Rocky Creek drainage can be ex- 

fs i\ pected on clear days. Frequent clearcuts, dozer thinning areas, and dense stands of 
Granite lodgepole and larch dominate the scene. 
euszaey PK Opportunities for viewing wildlife during the winter months vary greatly with 
\ snow and weather conditions. Coyotes, snowshoe rabbits, and bobcats are common 
4 : throughout the area. Lynx and cougar are less common and are rarely seen in the day- 
+ light. Mule deer and whitetailed deer occasionally winter on the ridgetops and southerly 
; eat 4 slopes, particularly in section 36 near Smith Creek and the mouth of the Middle Fork 
Pict | > a of Mill Creek. With fresh show, a careful observer should be able to identify tracks of 
: most of these animals. 

The Middle Fork of|Mill Creek (Bon Ayre Valley) Trail is an interesting route 
with a refreshing vale experiences for the winter traveler. The old Bon Ayre 
Schoolhouse, last used in 1937, is along this road. Small homestead meadows and 
beaver dams are scattered along the route. A loop, starting near Three Forks on Mill 
Creek, proceeding up the Middle Fork and down Bestrom Creek, makes a pleasant 
17-mile trip. 

SOUTH GROUP. The South Group includes 87 miles of roads and trails with 
starting points one mile southeast of the Little Pend Oreille Game Range Headquarters, 
the North Fork Chewelah Creek Road, the old Chewelah Ski Area, and one mile north 
of Deer Lake. Part of the route is through the Little Pend Oreille Game Range. 

The high open slopes and ridgetops southeast of Calispell Peak are one of the 
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ae best snowplay areas in the Colville National Forest. This mile-long slope is covered with 


ora { At 3, — ps) Sp ¢ + > . Ws Gh f" is = 6 to 8 feet of snow in normal winters. 
ayn sha i )) i . c : | \ } Vae The ridgetop route eastward to. Calispell Peak is an exceptionally interesting trip. 
Von sa fl oe _-f{" 1c e 7 Whe I  & Wind-formed drifts and blowouts create unusual patterns among the scattered trees. Fog 
j pot y ‘ and whiteout conditions make this rough terrain hazardous. 
roan } Et { ; : CAUTION — Beware of the large snow cornice north of Calispell Peak. Do not run 
eA] : a NG ~ YG tt AY A! machines north of the radio antenna. This wind-formed ledge of snow builds outward 
j_Blacktail i > a hundred feet or more and ends in a vertical drop of 300 feet. Vibration or excess weight 
tain 7 b q { I eAezaule 5s) Vin may cause it to break. 
» Ai ») ie y y oar > Check with the Ranger District office for current weather forecasts and snow 
i = conditions. Colville Ranger District 
Colville, Washington 99114 
Telephone 684-4558 
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National Forest Boundary 
Adjacent National Forest Boundary 
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SNOWMOBILING 


THE NATIONAL FORESTS — America’s Winter Playground 


Colville National Forest 

Federal Building 

Colville, Washington 
99114 
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SNOWMOBILER’S 
CODE OF ETHICS 


| will be a good sportsman. | recognize 
that people judge all snowmobile own- 
ers by my actions. | will use my influ- 
ence with other snowmobile owners to 
promote sportsmanlike conduct. 


| will not litter trails or camping areas. | 
will not pollute streams or lakes. 


| will not damage living trees, shrubs, or 
other natural features. 


| will respect other people’s property and 
rights. 


| will lend a helping hand when | see 
someone in distress. 


es 


| will make myself and my vehicle avail- 
able to assist search and rescue parties. 


1 will not interfere with or harass skiers, 
snowshoers, or other winter sportsmen. | 
will respect their rights to enjoy our re- 
creation facilities. 


| will know and obey all Federal, State, 
and local rules regulating the operation 
of snowmobiles-in areas where | use my 
vehicle. | will inform public officials when 
using public lands. 


| will not harass wildlife. | will avoid 
areas posted for the protection of wild- 
life. 


tHe Vlimal Fuel 
AMERICA’S PLAYGROUNDS 


A great variety of recreational opportuni- 
ties are available on National Forest lands. In 
recent years, a new dimension has been added 
— winter travel by snowmobile. 


New vistas of sight and sound are open to 
the snowmobiler. Forested winter landscapes 
are fantastic, with changes around every bend. 


Although these trails provide many op- 
portunities for enjoying superb winter scen- 
ery, those who. venture in from the road 
should be aware that equipment can break 
down, people can get lost, suffer injuries, 
and sometimes die through lack of know- 
ledge of the dangers involved in winter 
travel. 


The Forest Service and organized snow- 
mobile associations do want people to be 
aware of the hazards and commonsense rules 
of winter travel. This leaflet is designed for 
that purpose. 


REMEMBER TO NOTIFY SOMEONE OF... 
1. Your trip. 
2. Your planned route of travel. 
3. Your estimated time of return. 


WHEN SOMEONE IS OVERDUE... 
‘Keep calm and contact: 
Sheriff or other law officers. 
Snowmobile clubs or centers. 
Forest Service. 


If You Become Lost 


or Have Mechanical Trouble 


Keep calm — think, decide on a plan. 
Trust your compass. 

Backtrack if possible. 

If not possible, remain in place. 

Don't separate if with a party. 

Don't abandon your snowshoes or skis. 
Build a fire and shelter — stay warm. 


Mark your base camp. 


DISTRESS SIGNALS: 


Three smokes, three blasts of whistle, 
three shouts, three flashes of light, three 
of anything that will attract attention. 


Agriculture — Missoula, Montana April 1970 


GENERAL SAFETY TIPS 


PHYSICALLY FIT? 
Take no one who cannot ‘‘walk out” in 
case of breakdown. Human efficiency 
declines in cold weather — keep this in 
mind. 


GOOD EQUIPMENT? 

Know how to make repairs. Carry an em- 
ergency repair kit that includes an extra 
spark plug with spark plug wrench and an 
extra drive belt. Carburetor operation 
will vary greatly with the change of ele- 
vation. Know how to make proper ad- 
justment. Have enough gas with some to 
spare. 


TRIP PLANNED? 
Know where you are going — stick to it. 
Register your snowmobile trip with the 
Forest Service or the Sheriff's Office. 


GOING ALONE? 
Don’t — if you can possibly avoid it. 
Travel in a group of at least three. 


PROPER CLOTHING? 
Warm and windproof. Carry extras. 


CHECK THE WEATHER FORECAST? 
Don't travel in a storm. If weather 
turns bad, TURN BACK. Don’t gamble. 


MAPS AND COMPASS? 
Know how to use them. If you don’t 
have a map; stop at your nearest Ranger 
Station. Study -the terrain beforehand 
perhaps on fall hunting trips. 


Check List 


ITEMS FOR DAY TRIP UP TO 10 HOURS | 


Many items can be taken for convenience 
and comfort, but the following are a must on 
EVERY trip: 


Proper clothing and 
“extras’’ for everyone ........ 


Equipment in top 
shape and tested .......-.-. 


Tools for snowmobile and 
equipment repair .........-.. 


Spare motor parts, 
SHOrKOIUGSACIC, (or. s,s le = a 
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Snowshoes or skis 


Enough food (emergency 
PATIONS anCUUNCh eects eae. i 


Canned heat (to start fire) 

Matches (waterproof) and candle.... 
Emergency signaling mirror ........ 
Gotitassandi Maps 9 <~ caer se seo 
Whistle (plastic) Syn Case Rane p came: 
100 feet %-inch nylon rope .....--- 


9’ x 12’ plastic tarp 
(temporary shelter) .-.------- 


Flashlight 
Hatchet 


First Aid Kit (group) .......---> 


Sunglasses or goggles 


